SUMMARY A total of 59 patients (118 eyes) with fundus flavimaculatus who had atrophic macular lesions were examined for refractive error. Myopic refractions of greater than -0-1 dioptre were seen in 12% of a normal population and in 76% of our patient population. The spherical equivalent refractive errors described a single-peaked skewed distribution with a mean of -1412 dioptres, which is 2*12 dioptres more myopic than that of a normal population. In addition astigmatic refractive errors of greater than +0.5 dioptres were found in 42% of this patient population, which is considerably more than the 18.6% observed in a normal population.
It has been previously recognised that an increased incidence of myopic and astigmatic refractive errors is present in certain heritable chorioretinal diseases. In a study of patients with congenital stationary night blindness with clinically normal fundi Carr found 13 of 14 patients to be myopic, with spherical equivalent refractive errors ranging from -2 00 to -14-00 dioptres (mean, -6-00 dioptres).' In a study of 134 retinitis pigmentosa patients Sieving and Fishman found a predominance of myopic refractive errors. 2 In their group the mean spherical refractive error was -1 86 dioptres, which is 2-96 dioptres more myopic than the normal mean of + 1-00 dioptre.3 Furthermore 74% of these retinitis pigmentosa patients had astigmatic errors greater than +0 5 dioptre2 as compared with only 19% of a normal population. 3 
Results
The spherical equivalent refractive erro eyes studied ranged from +4 50 diopt dioptres. The mean refractive error is more myopic than the mean spheric fundus flavimaculatus.
